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WATER SERVICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr W.R. Marmion (Minister for Water), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister.  

Second Reading 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [11.30 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The principal objective of the Water Services Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2011 is the reform of 
legislation governing the operations of the Bunbury and Busselton Water Boards. The bill will also repeal 
legislation made redundant by the Water Services Bill 2011 and make associated necessary consequential 
amendments. Legislation governing the water boards—the Water Boards Act 1904—is outdated and prevents the 
boards from providing a full range of water services, as well as hampering their efficiency and hindering the 
activities and development of the Busselton and Bunbury Water Boards. Modernisation of the legislation will 
remove undue restrictions and enable the boards to more effectively provide water services to their customers. In 
recent years, the boards have been increasingly constrained by the limitations of their act and their inability to 
expand into related profitable areas of operation. By contrast the Water Corporation Act 1995 is a modern 
government trading enterprise act. It established the Water Corporation as an entity with a significant degree of 
independence and set it a commercial focus. Ministerial oversight of the operations of the corporation is 
provided for through statements of corporate intent and strategic development plans.  

The bill amends the Water Corporation Act 1995 to cover the operations of the Bunbury and Busselton Water 
Boards and repeal the Water Boards Act 1904. This will enable the boards to provide the same range of services 
under the same governance arrangements as the Water Corporation. By contrast to the current situation, the 
boards, subject to their water service licences, will be able to provide services anywhere in the state; provide a 
full range of water services including sewerage, drainage and irrigation; make a profit; participate in joint 
ventures; acquire subsidiaries; provide consultative, advisory and other services for profit; pay dividends to the 
government; and receive community service obligation payments where applicable. In order to maintain the local 
character of the Bunbury Water Board and Busselton Water Board, the bill requires that at least half of the board 
members be residents in the areas of operation of the board. The bill also enables the government to create new 
water corporations. This emulates the power under the Water Boards Act 1904 to create water boards.  

The second purpose of the bill is the repeal of provisions and acts, and the amendment of provisions made 
necessary by the Water Services Bill 2011. Presently, some acts contain provisions dealing with water services 
matters and water resources matters. For example, the Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947 deals with the 
provision of water supply services and the protection of water resources. The provisions dealing with water 
services are being repealed as they are being replaced by the Water Services Bill. In the case of the Water 
Services Licensing Act 1995, the sections that deal with the licensing of water service providers are to be 
repealed, leaving only the sections that deal with the regulation of plumbers. This act will be retitled the 
Plumbers Licensing Act 1995. Water services regulation will in future be undertaken under the Water Services 
Act. 

The bill makes an amendment to section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Under section 18 of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972, landowners must make an application to the Aboriginal Cultural Material 
Committee for approval to do things that may affect an Aboriginal site. This clause will allow licensed water 
service providers to make submissions to the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee as though they are 
landowners. The amendment is similar to provisions enabling licensed energy service providers to make 
applications to the committee as though they are landowners. 

The bill will enable the Bunbury Water Board and Busselton Water Board to operate more effectively and 
provides much needed reform to their governing legislation. The bill also makes minor amendments to various 
other acts to allow for implementation of the Water Services Bill 2011 and repeals redundant legislation. I 
commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr M. McGowan. 
 


